
BUILDER: Christian and Ashton Montesalvo, Patriot 
Campers, Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia
POWERTRAIN: Toyota 79 Series Land Cruiser 4.5-liter 
V8 turbo diesel and transmission. Dyno tuning by 
GSL, Toowoomba, Queensland, Australia
COOLING: PWR Performance radiator and intercooler
EXHAUST: Custom stainless-steel system
DRIVETRAIN: Toyota 79 Series Land Cruiser  
four-wheel drive system, Harrop Eaton E Lockers 
SUSPENSION: Front – Custom coil system using the 
79 series Land Cruiser components, Rear – JMACX 
heavy duty differential upgrade for the 79 series Land 
Cruiser leaf spring suspension 
WHEELS/TIRES: PCOR wheels, BFGoodrich  
20-inch KO2

EXTERIOR: Custom flares, bar work, tow bar, and 
an exo-cage engineered and fabricated by Patriot 
Campers; Warn High Mount Winch with 6-hp 
motor/10,000-lb. capacity; ARB Twin air compressor; 
X-Ray Vision quad-optic LED driving lights, 
headlights, and two light bars (35.4 and 47 inches), 
and PCOR MAXTRAX XTREME recovery boards.
ELECTRICAL: Redarc Electronics suite using a 
combination of its RedVision Manager30 and TVMS 
vehicle management systems, two deep reverse cycle 
MEGA·LiFe batteries, Redarc Electronics 350-watt 
inverter, boost and EGT gauges, Redarc Tow-Pro 
Elite electronic brake controller, PCOR Trail Connect 
system, and a GME XRS Connect UHF radio system.
INTERIOR: Original FJ45 interior with a Nardi  
steering wheel, custom upholstery and  
overhead console.

Twin brothers Christian and Ashton Montesalvo, sons of Justin Montesalvo, director of Patriot Campers in 
Australia, have worked at Patriot Campers during school holidays since their pre-teen years, learning under 
their father’s tutelage and alongside expert mentors. Like most who anticipate the getting-your-drivers-license 
milestone, last year both began searching for their first cars. Ashton purchased a 1977 FJ45 Land Cruiser, and, 
soon after, he, Christian, and dad started conceptualizing an FJ45 with modern technologies and components.

With dad and the Patriots Campers mentors’ guidance, coupled with years of Ashton’s hard-earned work savings 
as his budget, the brothers got to work, looking forward to testing their amassed skills. Obtaining a donor 
Toyota Land Cruiser 79 Series former mining vehicle, they swapped the engine, transmission, air conditioning, 
differentials, and springs, leveraging this platform’s proven performance and reliability. The result is a rig that is 
comfortable, off-road capable, and with retro appeal and charisma.

1977 TOYOTA FJ45  
PATRIOT CAMPERS FJ49
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Vehicle described is a special project prototype vehicle, modified with parts and/or accessories not available from Toyota may void the 
vehicle’s warranty, may negatively impact vehicle performance and safety, and may not be street legal.


